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Greeting from the Mayor

Located in the southern part of Okinawa Prefecture, Tomigusuku City was reorganized from Tomigusuku Village
in 2002 and has achieved remarkable development. In recent years, our child population ratio by city and ward
has become the highest in Japan, and the city is expected to have great potential as a land of hopes and dreams
filled with children.

In March 2021, the city formulated the “Fifth Master Plan of Tomigusuku City,” which serves as the basic
policy for future community development. This plan is based on the principle of “Toyomu Machi (Resonating
City) Tomigusuku,” and we will formulate policies focusing on the principles of SDGs under the theme of city
development, “Tomigusuku: The city where our hearts connect with the welcoming spirit and each person shines
differently,” and under the frameworks of policy development, “Tomigusuku: The city where it is easy to have
and raise children,” “Tomigusuku: The city where everyone can live with confidence,” and “Tomigusuku: The city
where we can grow sustainably by taking advantage of the terrain.”

In addition, we select sport and several other industries as the targets of the city’s new growth strategy, and
promote “city planning for building new wealth.” We work together with the city employees to realize the
well-being of citizens and development of the city pursuing “city development for citizens by living with and
supporting every one of them.”

This City Guide contains information on some of the city’s new community development initiatives, culture, and
specialty products. We hope that this guide will help increase your understanding and interest in this city, and
that we will receive your continued support for the city’s development.
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Outline of Tomigusuku City

Tomigusuku City is located in the southern part of the main island of Okinawa, adjacent to Naha City, the
prefectural capital to the north, Haebaru Town and Yaese Town to the east, and Itoman City to the south. It has a
geographic area of 19.34 km2.

The name "Tomigusuku” originates from the name of a gusuku (castle) built by the future king of Nanzan,
Ou 0o0s0, on a hill overlooking Lake Man. The name "Toyomu” is one of the eulogistic names mentioned in the
Omorososhi (a compilation of ancient poems and songs), and indicates a high degree of fame. Through the ages,
the name was changed to "Tomigusuku” and has continued to this day. In the old Ryukyu period, the area was
called Tomigusuku Magiri, and was located in an important position as a strategic point south of the mountains
against Nakayama. In the beginning, the area of Tomigusuku was not only the area of the present city, but also
covered the area of present Naha City, Itoman City, and a part of Yaese Town. Since then, various changes have
taken place, and in 1908 (Meiji 41), with the enactment of the island township system, Tomigusuku Village was
born, comprising the following 11 villages: Tomigusuku, Chiha, Shimoda, Zahana, Kikumine, Bin, Onaga, Takara,
Takanoha, Yoshinaga, and Makabu.

Since Okinawa’s return to the mainland, the city has grown from a quiet farming village with a population of
less than 10,000, blessed with fertile farmland, to a city with a rapidly growing population as a result of the
expansion of the urban area centered on Naha City, which led to the construction of housing complexes and the
development of residential land in various parts of the city. On April 1, 2002 (Heisei 14), it achieved its goal of
becoming an independent city.

Since its establishment as a city, Tomigusuku City has been attracting companies to the area and expanding
employment to create new vitality, and has always been ranked high in the "All Cities Growth Potential Ranking,”
which is a nationwide ranking of cities. The city also has a large number of children, and ranks first in Japan in
terms of the ratio of young population by city ward.

The city’s soil is rich in water retention and has always been a prosperous agricultural area, where sugar cane
was grown before World War II and leafy vegetables after the war. In recent years, suburban agriculture, mainly
plastic greenhouse cultivation, has also been carried out, and mangoes and tomatoes are grown. Today, the city
has developed into a harmonious blend of urbanization and greenery, a city full of hope with many children.
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Growing into the Future: Our City, Tomigusuku

Since its establishment as a city in 2002, Tomigukusu City has always ranked high
in the national ranking of cities/growth potential, and its population has continued
to increase steadily, making it a vibrant city full of youth.

The population growth is largely due to the rapid development of residential areas
as a bedroom town for Naha City, as well as the development of large apartment
complexes and the reclamation of the Toyosaki area.

In addition, in recent years, due to its location near Naha Airport, a new resort
mall that includes an aquarium and theme park has been built, and the tourism
industry is expected to grow further.
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Products

Agriculture has always been active
in Tomigusuku. Before the war,
sugarcane was grown, and after
the war, leafy vegetables were
mainly grown. In recent years it
has shifted to suburban agriculture,
mainly growing leafy vegetables
in plastic greenhouses. In recent
years, suburban agriculture, mainly
plastic greenhouse cultivation, has
been carried out, and mangoes and
tomatoes are widely grown. Many
processed products such as mangoes
have also been developed and are
becoming popular as souvenirs of
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Manko Wetland, a Ramsar Convention-registered wetland

Manko is the name of a vast tidal flat that straddles Naha City and Tomigusuku City. Mangroves have been planted in
the brackish waters of Lake Man to form a wetland, and so far, more than 170 species of birds have been observed in
the area. It is a stopover site for migratory birds such as the endangered Black-faced Spoonbill, and was registered as a
wetland site under the Ramsar Convention in 1999, the 11th such site in Japan.

“The Manko Water bird and Wetland Center” has a library with exhibits and materials on the creatures that live in Lake
Man, as well as a boardwalk where visitors can walk through the mangrove forest while observing the various creatures.
This facility is widely used by many people not only as a place for environmental education, but also as a tourist spot.
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Festivals and Events

The city of Tomigusuku is a growing
and vibrant city, and at the same
time, its spirit of passing on the old
local culture and traditions is still
alive and vitalizing the community.
The city’s festivals and events
held throughout the year reflect
these characteristics, from sports
tournaments for children and young
people to events for tourists, and in
each district of the city, traditional
events have been passed down
from generation to generation,
strengthening the bonds of the
community.
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Tomigusuku City: Communities Colorfully Shaped by All Citizens Whose Hearts Are
Connected Through Welcoming Thoughts and Feelings

Tomigusuku City is located next to Naha City, the capital of Okinawa Prefecture, and is close to Naha Airport,
the gateway to Okinawa. So far, all of the city’s comprehensive plans from the 1st to the 4th have incorporated
“sreenery,” which represents nature and rural areas, and “city,” which represents development, into the city’s
future image, and community development has been promoted while valuing harmony between greenery and
the city.

Under these circumstances, there are many citizens who feel that there is a good balance between the
urbanized areas due to recent development and the traditional rural areas, and as a result, many citizens feel
that there is a good balance in the population composition of children, young people, adults and the elderly, and
the current Tomigusuku City is just the right and comfortable city to live in.

In the future, we will accept everyone from outside the city including tourists and people moving to the city, as
well as people who are in a socially vulnerable position, with a welcoming heart, and even while urbanization
has been progressing within the city, we aim at creating communities where citizens’ hearts are connected so
that the weakening of human relationships can be prevented.

In addition, while continuing to value the harmony between nature and the city that has been passed down from
the past, as well as maintaining the current state of the communities that have a colorful mix of nature and the
city and are comfortable to live in, we will proactively adopt technological innovations such as digitization with
welcoming thoughts and feelings, and promote the creation of vibrant communities colored by diverse entities,
so that we can respond to the new normal of the With-Corona and Post-Corona society.
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The Basis of Policy Development

While focusing on the basic principles, we will adopt the following three policies as the basis of policy development
to achieve the theme of urban development (future vision) and the target population, taking into account the
characteristics of our city and the trends of the future.

Tomigusuku: Communities Where It Is Easy to Have and Raise Children
Under the “Communities of Children” declaration, which aims to “create communities where children can thrive,” we
will create communities where the society as a whole protects and nurtures children.

Tomigusuku: Communities Where Everyone Can Live with a Peace of Mind
Focusing on the SDGs, which is a common goal of the international community until 2030, we will “create friendly
communities where no one is left behind” toward the realization of SDGs that are unique to Tomigusuku City.

Tomigusuku: Communities That Develop Sustainably by Making Good Use of Geographical Advantages
We will create communities that will continue to develop in the future by taking advantage of the city’s location, such
as its proximity to Naha Airport and Naha City, the prefectural capital, and the superiority of traffic convenience
from the Naha Airport interchange located within the city as well as national and prefectural roads.
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The Five Themes of Tomigusuku City's Community Development Plan
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Communities Filled with Dreams and Hopes Where Children Can Thrive
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Healthy, Cheerful, and Warm Communities Where People Help Each Other

mADDENEED

Vibrant and Affluent Communities

RIZICIBULMEALLES

Environmentally Friendly and Livable Communities

RERVLGHENDES

Safe and Secure Collaborative Communities
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Communities Filled with Dreams and Hopes Where Children Can Thrive
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We aim at creating communities full of dreams and hopes for everyone by supporting the growth of parents and
children, enhancing child-rearing support in society as a whole, and fostering a love for the hometown through
education and learning in a rich learning environment and through history and culture.

FICBIEY S SDGs
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Healthy, Cheerful, and Warm Communities Where People Help Each Other
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In order for all citizens to lead healthy, vigorous, and fulfilling lives throughout their lives, we strive to raise awareness
of health according to life stages, extend healthy life expectancy, prevent premature death, and realize healthy lives
for parents and children.

In addition, we will pass on the tragedy of war and the preciousness of peace to future generations, support the elderly
and disabled so that they can live comfortably in their own familiar neighborhoods, and improve community ties and
support so that everyone can help each other and live their own lives in warm communities.

FICRIEY B SDGs
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Vibrant and Affluent Communities
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While promoting the location and accumulation of high-value-added industries in the city by taking advantage of the
characteristics of its location, Tomigusuku City will work to create value in response to the changing times, such as
branding, senary (sixth-sector) industrialization, and digitalization, in the agriculture, forestry, fisheries, commerce, and
tourism industries. We aim at creating vibrant and prosperous communities by creating an employment environment that
enables diverse work styles.

FICRET S SDGs
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Environmentally Friendly and Livable Communities
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We aim at creating an environmentally friendly communities by realizing a low-carbon society that is unique to
Tomigusuku City, by building a recycling-oriented society through the preservation of the residents’ day-to-day lives
and the natural environment and waste recycling and reduction.

In addition, in order to make the town a comfortable place to live while passing on the greenery to the next generation,
we will promote planned usage of land while developing the urban area such as the “face of the city,” as well as
promote the development of urban infrastructure such as roads, public transportation, parks, green spaces, water
supply and sewage systems that support the lives of citizens.

FICEIEY S SDGs
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Safe and Secure Collaborative Communities
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Along with promoting citizen participation in city administration based on the appropriate dissemination of information
to citizens while making effective and efficient use of limited financial resources and administrative personnel, we
will aim at creating safe and secure communities where we will collaborate with various entities such as residents’
associations, citizen activity groups, non-profit organizations, volunteer groups, and businesses to solve local issues
such as disaster prevention, crime prevention, and traffic safety.

FICBIEY S SDGs
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Sister Cities
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Takachiho Town

We signed a sister city agreement
with Takachiho Town on August 1,
1995, because students from the
Daiichi National Elementary School in
Tomigusuku City (present Nagamine
Elementary School) evacuated to the
present Takachiho Town in September
1944,
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Tosashimizu City

In February 1851, John Manjiro landed in
Okinawa for the first time, and after living
for six months in Aza Onaga of our city,
and based on this fact, we signed a sister
city agreement with Tosashimizu City on
February 3, 1993.
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Misato Town

We signed a sister city agreement with
Misato Town on July 29, 1988, because
children from the Daini National
Elementary School in the Tomigusuku
City (present Zayasu Elementary School)
evacuated to then Kitago Village in
August 1944,
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The Tomigusuku City Assembly is composed of 22 members elected by citizens through elections and is an organization
that deliberates and decides on important matters such as city ordinances and budgets.

The Assembly convenes four times a year (in February to March, June, September, and December) and holds
extraordinary sessions as necessary.

In addition, in order to deliberate carefully and efficiently, three standing committees — “General Affairs and Finance,”
“Education and Civil Service,” and “Economy and Construction” - are set up to deliberate not only on items on the
agenda but also on petitions and requests from citizens.

In addition to these, there is an “Assembly Steering Committee” for ensuring smooth operation of the Assembly, and
there are also special committees set up as needed for specific cases.

The Assembly fully exercises its checking function to ensure that the administration is properly promoted for the
citizens, and as the final decision-making body for reflecting the citizens’ voices in the city administration, it is working
on the development of the city.
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Tomigusuku City Council Members
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Location, Area, Weather, and Population Trends
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